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March 22nd, 2020 

Lot’s Deliverance 

Genesis 18:16-19:29 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

Mar 15 Joshua  16-18  Mar 19 Judges 3-5 

Mar 16 Joshua  19-21  Mar 20 Judges 6-7 

Mar 17 Joshua  22-24  Mar 21 Judges 8-9 

Mar 18 Judges  1-2  Mar 22 Judges  10-12 

 

Lesson Introduction: Our lesson last week saw God once 

again reassuring Abraham that He would keep His 

covenant that He had made to make Abraham a great 

nation who would bless all other nations. We move from 

that wonderful story of grace and reassurance to one of 

judgment and chaos. But even in the midst of the severe 

judgement we are about to see, God’s patience and 

mercy shine thorough brightly. This week we will 

consider God’s righteous judgement side by side with His 

patient mercy.  

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 

 

• The Lord is patient and merciful  

(Ch. 18:22-33, Ch. 19:15-22) 

 

• The Lord is a righteous Judge, Who punishes sin 

according to His perfect wisdom (Ch. 19:23-29) 

 

 

Discussion Section 1: The Patience and Mercy of God 

 

Read Genesis 18:20-33 

 

20 Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against 

Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very 

grave, 21 I will go down to see whether they have done 

altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. 

And if not, I will know.” 

 

22 So the men turned from there and went toward 

Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 23 

Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed 

sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose 

there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then 

sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty 

righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such 

a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, 

so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that 

from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is 

just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty 

righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for 

their sake.” 

 

27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have 

undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 

ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. 

Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he 

said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 

Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are 

found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will 

not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be 

angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” 

He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 

He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the 

Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, 

“For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he 

said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 

again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He 

answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33 

And the Lord went his way, when he had finished 

speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his 

place. 

 

-Why was God planning to judge Sodom and Gomorrah? 

(V. 20) 

 

-Why did Abraham approach God concerning the matter 

of Sodom and Gomorrah? What was Abraham’s posture 

in approaching the Lord? (V. 22-27) 

 

-What do we learn about God’s nature from this 

interaction with Abraham in verses 22-33? 

 

Note: After God sent messengers to appear to Abraham 

and Sarah to reassure them of the promise that He had 

made to them, these same messengers set their sights on 

Sodom and Gomorrah. The Lord was seeking to bring 

judgment on these cities because of the great wickedness 

in them (which we will see more of in our next section). 

Abraham was concerned for these cities because his 

nephew, Lot, lived there with his family. And so, 

Abraham approached God boldly yet humbly, to ask that 

the Lord be gracious and spare these cities. 

 

As we consider this passage, we would do well to 

approach God the same way as Abraham. We see that 

Abraham recognized that he was speaking to his Creator, 

and that he was nothing before God. May we never lose 

sight of this reality. When we come to God, we are not 

owed anything, for He created man out of the dust, and 

to the dust we will one day return (Genesis 3:19). We 
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must never approach God with a sense of arrogance or 

entitlement. The only thing that we are entitled to by our 

own merit is death and judgement (Romans 3:23, 6:23). 

When we come before God to make our requests known 

to Him, we must do so in a spirit of humility, recognizing 

that He owes us nothing, and that He is far higher than 

us.   

 

Mingled with humility, we see Abraham also 

approaching God with boldness. Abraham was able to go 

to God with such a bold request because God had 

displayed to Abraham time and time again that He was 

patient and merciful. God has also been patient and 

merciful toward us, so much so that He has told us to 

approach His thrown with boldness to make our request 

known to Him, because He has given us right standing 

with Him through Christ (Hebrews 4:14-16). As we 

consider this passage may we be reminded that God has 

made us righteous by His grace and mercy through Jesus 

Christ His Son, thus giving us the right to come to Him 

with confidence and make our request known. He has 

been so kind to us! 

 

Discussion Section 2: God’s Righteous Judgement  

 

Read Genesis 19:4-29 

 

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the 

men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to 

the last man, surrounded the house. 5 And they called 

to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? 

Bring them out to us, that we may know them.” 6 Lot 

went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door 

after him, 7 and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not 

act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daughters who 

have not known any man. Let me bring them out to 

you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to 

these men, for they have come under the shelter of my 

roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, 

“This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become the 

judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with 

them.” Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, 

and drew near to break the door down. 10 But the men 

reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house 

with them and shut the door. 11 And they struck with 

blindness the men who were at the entrance of the 

house, both small and great, so that they wore 

themselves out groping for the door. 

 

12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else 

here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have 

in the city, bring them out of the place. 13 For we are 

about to destroy this place, because the outcry against 

its people has become great before the Lord, and the 

Lord has sent us to destroy it.” 14 So Lot went out and 

said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his 

daughters, “Up! Get out of this place, for the Lord is 

about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-

law to be jesting. 

 

15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, 

“Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are 

here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the 

city.” 16 But he lingered. So the men seized him and his 

wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being 

merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him 

outside the city. 17 And as they brought them out, one 

said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop 

anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be 

swept away.” 18 And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my 

lords. 19 Behold, your servant has found favor in your 

sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving 

my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster 

overtake me and I die. 20 Behold, this city is near 

enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape 

there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be saved!” 

21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, 

that I will not overthrow the city of which you have 

spoken. 22 Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till 

you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was 

called Zoar. 

 

23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to 

Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 

sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven. 25 And he 

overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the 

inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 

26 But Lot's wife, behind him, looked back, and she 

became a pillar of salt. 

 

27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place 

where he had stood before the Lord. 28 And he looked 

down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the 

land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the 

smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace. 

 

29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the 

valley, God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of 

the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the 

cities in which Lot had lived. 
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-In what ways to do see the wickedness of both the men 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, as well as the wickedness of 

Lot and his family in this passage?  (V. 4-10) 

 

-How do we see God’s patience and mercy displayed in 

the midst of this severe judgement? (V. 12-22) 

 

-Ultimately, what do we learn from this passage about 

man’s wickedness and God’s view of sin? 

 

Note: The messengers from God arrived in Sodom to 

warn Lot to get his family out of there, for God was going 

to bring judgement the next morning. While these 

messengers were at Lot’s house the full wickedness of 

Sodom was put on display, as every man in the city 

shows up and demands that they be allowed to sexually 

assault the men who were visiting Lot. This is such an 

incredible display of the debased mind of man. This city 

had become so rebellious toward God that every man in 

the city had rejected what was plain in nature and turned 

to unnatural sexual relations. Not only do we see the sin 

of the city on display, but we also see Lot’s wickedness as 

he freely offers up his daughters to this group of vile 

men. Lest we might think that Lot is being saved based 

on merit, we are reminded that God saves him purely out 

of grace.  

 

This city was clearly deserving of judgment. God has the 

right to bring judgment on all mankind whenever He 

pleases, but often holds off because He is a merciful God. 

But here in the passage, we see that God had given over 

Sodom and Gomorrah to their wickedness, and now they 

would have to answer for their rebellion against Him 

(Romans 1:18-32).  

 

As we see the righteous judgment of God clearly on 

display in this passage, we must not fail to see His 

incredible mercy and grace. Even though he had been 

warned plainly to leave, Lot lingers in the sinful city, and 

rather than leave him there to die, God has him and his 

family dragged out by the hand (V. 16). Apart from the 

grace and mercy of God we would be in the same boat as 

the people of Sodom. We were lost and following our 

fleshly desires and deserving of God’s wrath (Ephesians 

2:1-3), but Christ took God’s wrath and judgement on 

our behalf, that we might be saved from destruction. Like 

Lot, we have a tendency to linger in our old ways, and 

God is continually taking us by the hand and rescuing us 

from ourselves. Our passage today reminds us that God 

has every right to rain down judgment on all of us, but in 

His kindness He has saved us from the destruction that 

we all deserve! He has been so kind to us! 

 

 


